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in their political character. The plundering Marathas and
Pathans, to whom such a casits "belli must have appeared
supremely absurd^ encouraged and strenuously aided the two
Chiefs to destroy each other, until the dispute was compromised
upon the basis of poisoning the princess, a termination which
very fairly illustrates tlie real nature of barbaric chivaliy. The
Marquis of Hastings thought it higli time to interpose before
Sindia and the Pindaree captains should have eaten up all the
minor principalities and set themselves up as formidable
fighting powers in their stead. He determined to extinguish
the predatory system, to stop the annexations of the Slaratha
Chiefs, and to extend over Eajputina British supremacy and
its correlative, protection and territorial guarantee. This was
done by the treaties of 1818 and by the Pindaree war : the free
companies were driven out; Ameer Khan and the Marathas
were partly bribed to let go the Eajput territories, and partly
choked off by threats; there was a great restoration of
plundered districts and rehabilitation of boundaries; the Chiefs
acknowledged the British government as. supreme political
arbiter; and from that year internal peace has succeeded the
war which, with one brief interval, had been chronic in and
round Hajput&na from time immemorial.

Thus it has come to pass that, as we began by saying, the
only ancient political institutions now surviving upon any con-
siderable scale in India have been saved by the English. There
can be no manner of doubt that the Rajput States would have
been broken up in a few years had the English not interposed;
their primitive constitution rendered them quite unfit to resist
the professional armies of Marathas or Pathans, which included
corps d'elite under European officers. The clans would have dis-
solved and become mixed with the great composite multitude of
India, which is made up out of innumerable tribal dispersions ;
leaving only a few insignificant septs in the highlands of Central
India, and some strong cultivating communities in the plains.
The fortunate escapeof these Stateshas rescued outof the flood of
ordinary Asiatic despotism what are perhaps the best specimens
of early institutions that can now be found within the purview of
comparatively settled civilization. But peace and prosperity